“Aquarius- Be exceptionally 
intentional with your social 
life this week. Don’t feel ob- 
ligated to hang out with Mel- 
vins. 


Pisces- Some negative feel- 
ings might fill your heart, 
but don’t-read too deeply. 
A cloud just passed before 
your sun is all. 


Aries- This week your words 
are sharp and. tipped with 
truth, which is poison to ass- 
holes. If people don’t wanna 
hear what you're saying, fug- 
gem, 

Taurus- A well-timed explo- 
sion could loosen the block- 
age in your pipes this week. 
Save your.anger for the per- 


Admirer's of Secret Past 


Gemini- Take stock of a 
meaningful-relationship, and 
make sure you aren't invent- 
ing the good parts with your 
sympathetic imagination. 

Cancer- Turn the wrench— 
tighten the screws. Mainte- 
nance is the word this week. 
Don't delay responsibility. 


Leo- A mysterious good time 
beckons. Walk off the path 
into the mysterious gloam- 
ing of a winter night. Rules 
be damned. 

Virgo- You are a_beauti- 
ful plastic. bag .swimmin 

through an eddying curren 
of wind. What ye see in the 
mirror as garbage is truly 
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Libra- Your services are re- 7 


quired this week by a close 
friend or loved one. Rise to 
the occasion and save the 
day. 

Scorpio- A tiny bit more ef- 
fort will get you where you 
need to be. Don’t give up 
now in the 11th hour. You're 
so close. 


Sagittarius- Nock an arrow, 
archer, and let your shaft fly 
true. Anything worth own- 
ing is worth killing. Are you a 
hunter? 


Capricorn- You stand to 
grow this month, but you 
must make a sacrifice. In this 
letting go, you will blossom 
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\ fect moment. beautiful. 
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ray Ask Hannah Wren 
Dear Hannah, 


My least year has been great. | quit smoking and 
started taking care of myself a lot, but | still get 
wasted on the weekends and | have a string of 
unhealthy destructive relationships, like when- 
ever someone likes me | find it disgusting and | 
only seek out people that do not like me or | see 
no chance at having a relationship with. I’ve 
been doing this for my entire life. | wonder, how 
can you change that? 


>) Laura Fox 


-anon 
Dear anon, 


I'm really glad you wrote. I’m glad that you quit 
smoking and have been steady on your feet 
this year, and I’m glad that you recognize a de- 
structive pattern when you see one. Your dat- 
ing habits remind me of that Groucho Marx 
line: “I don’t want to belong to any club that 
would have me as a member.’| know that trap! 
| used to lay it for myself all the time. You ask 
how you can change it, and it’s a good ques- 
tion. I’m pretty sure everything you've been 
doing this past year is the start of how you 
change it. But there's another question worth 
asking, and that’s this: what purpose does this 
pattern serve? What do you gain by it? 

| have some guesses. See if any of this is of use 
to you. 

It seems like the condition of your desire is 
that it can only be realized in some other, ad- 
jacent world. You say that you're disgusted 
by the people who do want you and drawn 
to the ones who don’t. Another way to put 
that might be that you only want someone if, 
in order to have them, you would have to be 
someone else. One thing your dating pattern 
accomplishes is to insist, over and over again, 
on its preference for a version of the world, 
and a version of you in it, that is different from 
the one you've got. 

That sounds both painful and familiar. 

| don’t know what possibilities the fantasy of 
an alternate world holds for you. This is where 
the task of writing to someone about their 
troubles rather than talking about them gets 
a little dicey. | do think we're all haunted, if 
to greater and lesser degrees, by versions of 
ourselves that we wish we could have been. 


as 
verb tense is the worst thing about it — the 
selves “we wish we could have been." It’s not 
about wanting to become a different version 
of yourself. What it expresses is only a self- 
punishing desire to already have been differ- 
ent. 
| wonder if you’re not acting out that desire 
by proxy. That might explain why it's so off- 
putting to you to hear that you're exactly what 
someone wanted: because accepting that, 
and enjoying it, would mean giving up your 
perfect ghost. It would mean living with all 
the disappointments of the world as it is, and 
taking on the difficult work of accepting your 
whole self — whatever its messiness, what- 
ever its jagged edges. 
But it sounds to me like you're already in the 
process of doing just that. | meant what | said 
at the outset, that what you're doing now is 
how it starts. You're taking care of yourself this 
year, you write. Which suggests that maybe 
haven't always, but that you're figuring it out 
now. Quitting smoking, seeing to your needs, 
noticing destructive patterns and trying to 
get to the bottom of them: these are the lo- 
cal gestures by which you begin to let yourself 
feel that you're worthy of caring attention. This 
is how you begin to trust that you're already 
enough. 
So keep at it. Let self-castigating thoughts 
pass through you like the weather. Be good to 
yourself, in whatever ways you've found to be 
good. | suspect that, in time, your desires will 
follow, and you'll start taking pleasure in the 
attractions of the possible world. 
And one final idea: forget about this pattern 
for a while. Yours is a short note, and you're 
describing a long habit, so it makes sense 
that you'd summarize it by grouping all po- 
tential romantic partners into the categories 
of the disgusting or the impossible. But when 
you get to know a pattern well enough, you 
start expecting the world to conform to it. 
Be careful of that. What | hope for you is that 
you'll just take to someone, and you'll want to 
keep hanging out with them because you like 
them so damn much. Because they've got this 
unique perspective, or a funny way of telling 
stories, or whatever it is, and you just want to 
keep on knowing them. But in order to let that 
happen, you'll have to set them free from the 
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On Giving Up 
Laura Fox 


It's a gray, a drifty wet afternoon. Flecks 
of rain fall foaming from the sky’s mad 
mouth. Clouds roil and form into deep- 
ening drifts, weeping tombstones melt- 
ing out of their grave soil waffle cones. It’s 
December. Everything died in November 
but we won't mourn yet. The corpse is 
still warm. Steam trickles up through its 
mouth. Through its slender nose. White 
eddies rising to a starless sky. 


Where am | I’m here! | never really left but 
| went far away, overturning junk draw- 
ers, digging up spoons in silver gardens. | 
found 1 billion hyperbolic metaphors and 
I'm mixing them with the desperation of 
a paint-stirring pubescent boy whose pe- 
nis lives at the bottom of all colors. 


Everything is dead. | traveled far and 
wide and everything is dead, you just 
don't know it yet. 


| remember a river. A slow cold river lined 
with stones. 

| remember a sky. It went everywhere. It 
brought the weather. 

| remember a cat who remembers me. 
Black and soft. He waits on the other side. 


A gin and tonic sloshes by my elbow. A 
lime shines green through my yellow 
teeth. There’s a straw tucked behind 
my ear. | look good today. | dressed up. 
| dressed up because | think my heart is 
telling me something about someone. 
My heart is clearing its throat and rustling 
papers. Large, thin legal papers crackling. 
Folders. Paper clips. My heart is a Russian 
scrivener, blotchy hands tugging at my 
veins. My veins are blue and black. But 
they have blood. 


My name is Laura. My name is Laura Fox. | 
help make this periodical. 


‘Via, ys Gtcopcle, 
SALES CSERVIGE 


606 S 9th St 
Tues-Thurs, Fri & Sat : 10-5 
Closed Sun & Mon 


Winter tune up - $60 


215 627-3370 bikeville.ccom 


Weds : 1-9 


December 
16-22, 2014 

see your voice. So it’s Laura now? Good 

one. What happened to the other X? 


On Fuck You 


Laura Fox BookingEL@yahoo.com 


1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
Yeah hey hello. Hello and how are you Mr. 


Otter? I've looked at the last few issues 
and I’m glad to say in all sincerity that 
you've been doing a wonderful job de- 
stroying the Admirer. | like your handwrit- 
ing. Public descents into insanity make for 
good journalism. How’s your house com- 
ing along? Do you have a toilet yet or are 
you still shitting into plastic bags? | have 
some sawdust if you'd like. You know, to 
mitigate the scent of your own inertia. 


On Being a Jerk 
Emily Centipede 


Hey! Shut the fuck up! Things were go- 
ing really well around here without you, 
Lyra! Or Laura or whatever the fuck. Ot- 
ter might be a lazy moron but at least he 
isn't a faux mystic drug princess. And he 
poops in a bucket, not a bag. 


On Not Actually Existing 
Laura Fox 
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TROPHY @ BIKES 


712 N. 2nd St. Philadelphia, PA 19123 
215.592.1234 www.trophybikes.com 
-open everyday - 


UWE PES’ OF 
MISS ROSE'S 


Emily. For fuck sake. You aren't real. You 
never existed. Fuck off. 


On Irony 
David Otter 


Speak of the devil. You never existed ei- 
ther, you trumped up dirty mirror. And for 
the record, you're both correct. | put a bag 
inside the bucket. 


On the Definition of Irony 
Laura Fox 


Read a book, Alanis. That’s not even re- 
motely ironic. 


On Christmas 


Perfect shadow selves, who never feel awk- F ' On Shutting Up The Secret Admirer S [fa 4 BY ER © f Tt ATA © Rg 
ward, or jealous, or confused. They hang out in Cane ec ia David Otter 
the recesses of our psyches and whisper to us , ; Merry Holidays from a bunch of people 
what a pity it is that we aren't them. And that xxHannah Oh cool, oh awesome. Mz Fox. Great, that don’t exist! [fa © A ALA ff S 
Ask Hannah! - - - PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com I'm glad you took so much time to write 
Sr ea Se a 2 cE aR ESC E Di RC ng . a meaningful piece of prose for the Ad- You probably don't exist either. SAT. DEC. 20 - 9 PM @ PHILAMOCA 


531 N 12th ST. (north of Spring Garden) 


4 mirer. We've missed you. God. It's good to <3<3<3 
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WTF it's é Wacky é Facts! 

e A Your body creates 
and destroys over 15 million red 
blood cells every second. A Cracks 
in shattering glass move at 3,000 
miles per hour. A About half of all 
newspapers in the world are printed 
in North America. A The average use 


of a major league baseball is 6 pitch- 
es. A The electric chair was invented 
by a dentist. A Camels have evolved 
an extra eyelid to protect them from 
sandy gusts of wind. A If decapitat- 
ed, a cockroach will live until it dies 
of starvation. A It is illegal for pawn 


gas. A In Bangladesh, students 15 
and older can face prison time if 
caught cheating on an important 
test. A On December 16, 1811, sec- 
tions of the Mississippi River flowed 
backwards due to a massive earth- 
quake. A E is the most common let- 
ter in the English language. Ernest 
Vincent Wright wrote "Gadsby", a 
novel with 50,000 words and not 1 
letter E. A An apple will wake you 
up more than a cup of coffee in 
the morning. A 1 poison arrow frog 
contains enough poison to kill over 


Y 
Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 


AO% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 


shops to accept dentures in Las Ve- — 2,000 humans. A 


IT had a really nice time! 
Would you like to make out? 
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Hey! Is this cool? consent 
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Z E mail: Philadelphia Admirere gna Z 


Back issués: Philadelphia- Secret- 
admirer. tumblr. com 
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across 
1. In accompaniment 1.To pose an interrogative. 
6. Surprise 2. Away from the wind 

3. Choose 

4. Insect egg 
5. A large sailing ship 
6. Advanced HIV 
7. Stories with a lesson 


» 
SOHN NNHNH 


11.6 numbered sides 
14. Old timey photo 
15. A region of Asia Minor 


Wow, it Suré iS bus 
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Z in here. Thi ight’ 
Z 23 Phil, Mm here iS muSt bg 16. The knight’s movement 
Cracnvatn 0001 buppyypylltrs ttl sett tig a difficult job. 17. Tympanis eae ls i . ne of your mouth 
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19. A fire sign 10. A profesional rubber 

20. Misplaces 11.A 

21. A sting 12. The pone of esas that 

ends wit own 

23. Sandstone block , 13. Opposite of a shotgun wedding 

27. Where to find Bert and Ernie 18. Ages 

28. Ludacris 22. Makes things plural 

32. Once more 23. Beats a diamond 

33. Parisian | 24. A giant with 100 eyes 
olrelarsitelnl lenis 25. Act in reference to 

34. A Perfect Circle 26. Expectorate 

37. Omni tape 27.Warheads, the candy 

Bouraremovecilock 29. Argentinian ballroom dance 

39. Loyal to the sovereign 


30. The first and last aspect of a fire LAST 
40. Our time zone 


31. Bestial screams 

34. When these are strange, 
41. A reaction to fear 
42. Alewife fish 


even death may die 
43. Explicit approvals 


service 
industry 


5&South 
STUFFS guy- You know what I've been so into lately? Swallowing jizz. 


Superfresh - 2&Girard 
Sceocteiaia te teia aneahaciiminialcioe abana niente distressed gal- This coupon is expired! The sale ended the 27th of November! 
dispassionate guy- | don't know what | can say about that. 


WEEKS 
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Around town 

gal- Oral sex, regular sex on the period. Yes or no? 

guy- Oral sex, no way. Regular sex for sure! You just feel like you killed an 
animal or something.—- 


54. Sent 

60. My Mexican pal 

61. Moves off center 

62. Where the grass is greener 
63. Place 

64. Unhealthily overweight 
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35. Stick 
36. Ranking 
38. Command Z 
45.A shamen 39. Wingless blood sucker 
48. Borrowing contracts 41. An orange-red dye 
49. Gladiatorial venue 42. Agreeableness 
; 43. Odd + odd -V 
50. A hymn of praise 44. Ancient Middle-eastern kingdom 
53. Adore, without the arts and 45. Traverses through shallow water JAM 
entertainment 46. Came up 7 
47. Brimless hat 
50. Wan 
51. Sandwich thieves 
52. Nature of being 
55. A bar in your heart cage 
56. Definite article 
57.Why most folks boil water 
58. This is human 
59. Fox house 


SERIAL 


From the folks that bring you This American 
Life, Serial is an ongoing story told through 
multiple episodes. Download the first 10 and 
binge at Serialpodcast.org, and if you'd like 
to see a second season, please consider do- 
nating a few dollars. 


1- This type of poem is named.for an Irish town: 
2- Emilio Estevez's famous. younger brother. 

3- What is tattooed on Popeye's arm? 

4- What standard melody is the theme for the 3: Stooges? 
5- A Coldplay song was the 1 billionth what? 
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